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SUB J : DEATH OF MRS. SYLVI KEKKONEN - WIFE OF 
PRESIDENT KEKKONEN 

X. MRS. SYLVI KEKKONEN, WIFE OF PRESIDENT KEKKONEN, 
PASSED AWAY TODAY, DECEMBER 2 - AT THE AGE OF 74. 

2. MRS. KEKKONEN HAD BEEN ILL FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS. 

SHE SUFFERED FROM SEVERE ARTHRITIS AND WAS CONSIDERED 
AN INVALID. IN RECENT YEARS MRS. KEKKONEN RARELY 
PARTICIPATED IN ANY OFFICIAL FUNCTIONS. 

3. ASIDE FROM HER PROMINENCE AS THE WIFE OF PRESIDENT 
KEKKONEN, MRS. KEKKONEN WAS KNOWN IN HER OWN RIGHT 
AS A GIFTED AUTHORESS OF SHORT STORIES AND NOVELS. 

SHE WAS ALSO CONSIDERED A PATRON OF THE ARTS, INTER 
ESTED IN MUSEUMS, THEATER AND ART. 

4. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION AT THIS TIME ABOUT WHEN 
FUNERAL WILL BE HELD OR WHO WILL ATTEND. WE ALSO 
DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THIS MEANS A CANCELLATION OF 
PRESIDENTIAL DECEMBER 6 INDEPENDENCE DAY RECEPTION 
FOR, AMONG OTHERS, DIPLOMATIC CORPS. 
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5. WE SUGGEST THAT PRESIDENT AND MRS. FORD SEND A 
SHORT MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE TO PRESIDENT KEKKONEN 
AND PEOPLE OF FINLAND. 

6. WE ALSO FEEL THAT TRADITIONAL FRIENDLY CON- 
GRATULATORY INDEPENDENCE DAY TELEGRAM 
FROM PRESIDENT FORD TO PRESIDENT KEKKONEN BE 
TRANSMITTED AS USUAL, ALTHOUGH SEPARATELY. 

KREHBIEL 
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